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GENERAL ORDER No. 4 

To: The Grand Officers, Past Grand Commanders, Officers and Members of all Commanderies within the 

jurisdiction of, and holding allegiance to the Grand Commandery of New Hampshire, Greetings.  

Sir Knights, what follows is essentially the same message I put forth last year with respect to my 

message, with a couple of additional points. It is my order that the following be read at your next stated 

conclave.   

You are Knights Templar. Our order of Knighthood practiced for the last two centuries is now in fact 

older than the original order whose mantle we have assumed. As such, it is important to stress the 

theme for my tenure as Grand Commander and discuss it in this order so that all may know what will be 

undertaken.  

As a K.N.I.G.H.T., we will espouse the following: Kindness, Nobility, Integrity, Generosity, Honesty, and 

Truth (KNIGHT). Indeed, these characteristics are all inherent in the ways of knighthood. Further, as a 

T.E.M.P.L.A.R., the Sir Knights of New Hampshire will act with the following goals in view: Teaching, 

Education, Mapping, Programming, Leadership, Allegory, and Ritual (TEMPLAR).  

Our goals of Teaching the ways of the Templar will be easy: by acting with the virtues of a Knight as 

described above, your conduct will demonstrate what it is to be a Knight Templar. Education is the 

bedrock of Masonry as a whole, and the Membership and Education Committee (which will be 

comprised of the same men across all three Grand Bodies) will be empowered to strengthen our 

education for new, current, and potential York Rite Masons. Mapping our future means that our goal in 

Grand Commandery (as well as Grand Chapter and Grand Council) is to map a future where the York Rite 

is strengthened, our leaders better trained, and potential members exposed to the wonderful efforts of 

our bodies. Programming is important; whether this means a guest speaker, or guided or spontaneous 

discussion, programming is what keeps Sir Knights interested and attendance up – your Grand 

Commandery officers are at your disposal in terms of assisting with programming. Leadership has been 

defined by so many it becomes almost problematic: however, the York Rite puts up – we have a 

leadership program that may be attended by any member and will help to enable our local bodies in 

placing talent in the chairs; you needn’t have all your leadership skills developed, but we want to give 



you those tools to make you more successful. Allegory is the key to understanding all Masonic ritual: if 

we can communicate effectively the allegory of our Orders, countless worlds will be opened to our 

initiates, thereby enabling them to be better men and Masons. Ritual is the key component of our work: 

I emphasize the words spoken before, “DO THE WORK;” we all want to see our ritual done correctly, 

especially as it is so beautiful and chalk full of meaning, but it can’t happen in a vacuum – ritual needs to 

be rehearsed.  

Lastly, I encourage your participation in and support of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. As our 

charity, we in New Hampshire have raised many thousands of dollars to help bring sight to the world. I 

am so pleased that our members are so generous with their dollars, and I thank you for your past 

support. SK H. Stephen Wood is this year’s state chairman of the KTEF and all donations should be sent 

to or reported to him. Thank you for your past giving and your continued support of our charity.      

Courteously,  

SK Paul C. Smith  

Grand Commander  

Attest:  

SK Dennis A. Sheridan, KCT, PGC  

Grand Recorder 


